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Table 1
Overview of main themes and subthemes.

Main themes Subthemes

Initial interactions Mauotivations for iniating contact
Perceptions of the initial relationship
Initial conversations
Initial emotions towards Replika

The evolving relationship Motivations to continue talking to
Replika
Redefining the relationship
Conversations
Sentiments towards Replika
Participants® reflections on Replika and Replika’s characteristics influencing
the perceived impact of being in a relationship development
chatbot relationship

How relationships with chatbots
compare to relationships with humans
The broader perceived impact of being
in a chatbot relationship
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