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Costly curiosity: People pay a price to resolve an uncertain gamble early
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B Press "J" to reveal a card in advance

A Press "J" to reveal a card in advance

Flip cost Flip cost
1st card: 0 points

2nd & 3rd cards: 10 points each b

1st card: 0 points
2nd & 3rd cards: 10 points each v

Hd M N

Image reward: 50 points u
Press "K" to continue

Fig. 1. (A) Screenshot of the stimuli at the beginning of each trial and (B) after the stimuli have been revealed on a trial with three different stimuli.

Table 1
Task specification including card combination, points rewarded, and odds of
occurrence.

Cards Points Odds
H-H-H 500 1/27
M-M-M 300 1/27
L-L-L 100 1/27
Three Different 50 6/27
Any other combination 0 18/27

Note. H=High; M = Medium; L = Low.
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Fig. 2. Probability of revealing a card as a function of the order of the card and
the cost of revealing a card. Opacity represents the cost, increasing from left to
right in each sub-panel. Error bars represent 95% ClIs across participants.
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Fig. 3. Probability of revealing the second card given the cost and the potential
reward magnitude, as indicated by the identity of the first card. Error bars re-
present 95% CIs across participants.
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Fig. 4. Probability of revealing the third card as a function of the identities of
the first two cards.
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