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Belief in stable and fleeting luck

and achievement motivation
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Table 1
Means, standard deviations, correlations, and reliabilities of Study 1 variables.
Variables M sD 1 2 3 4 5
1. Age 227 7.38 1
2. Religiosity 3.11 1.89 -0.05 1
3. Belief in stable luck 3.59 0.75 025" —0.09 (0.82)
4. Belief in fleeting luck 3.85 0.78 0.02 0.07 0427 (0.65)
5. Achievement motivation 3.94 0.55 —0.07 0.05 024" 0.16" (0.58)

Note: N=185. Internal reliabilities are in parentheses.
" p<0.05.
" p<0.01.
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Table 2

Relative impact of belief in stable luck and belief in fleeting luck on achievement

motivation (Study 1).

Predictor variables

Achievement motivation

B t
Age -0.21 -2.62"
Gender? —0.02 -0.21
Ethnicity
American Indian 0.00 0.01
African American —0.02 -0.13
Asian 0.33 1.23
Caucasian 0.14 1.10
Latino 0.25 0.90
Major® 0.07 0.85
Religiosity 0.00 -0.04
Belief in stable luck 0.23 265"
Belief in fleeting luck 0.06 0.64
R? 0.13
Adjusted R? 0.07
F(11,174) 2.14°
Note: N=185.

? Male =1; Female = 2.

b Natural Science = 1; Social Science = 2.

" p<0.05.
' p<0.01.
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Table 3
Means, standard deviations, correlations, and reliabilities of Study 2 variables.

Variables M sD 1 2 3 4 5 6
1. Age 20.94 2.84 1
2. Religiosity 342 1.94 —0.12 1
3. Belief in stable luck 3.31 0.94 0.01 -026" (0.85)
4, Belief in fleeting luck 3.45 1.06 —0.04 -0.18 046" (0.68)
5. Personal Agency Beliefs 3.96 1.06 0.06 —0.09 018" 015" (0.59)
6. Achievement motivation 3.98 0.64 0.07 —0.06 0157 0.04 017 (.58)
Note: N =368. Internal reliabilities are in parentheses.
" p<0.05.
T p<0.01.



Personality and Individual Differences, July 2009, Vol. 47, Issue 2, 150-154 2022/7/26 #%

BT HERD 2 DOEIERBEICKITTEEEZBR LT,
Tabled (CEFOFERERT, BT 1 CAERIC, RELICEICHT HER
ITERBIE S EOMRREA R LA R=017,t=272,p<001) . IIH
IRVEBICH T 2ERITEA o7 (R=0.01,t=007,p=094) ,

Table 4
Relative impact of belief in stable luclk and belief in fleeting luck on achievement
motivation (Study 2).

Predictor variables Achievement motivation

B t
Age 0.09 1.67
Gender® —-0.03 —-0.52
Ethnicity
American Indian 0.01 0.18
African American 0.05 0.87
Asian 037 2717
Caucasian 0.28 224
Latino 0.18 2.10°
Major® 0.08 1.47
Religiosity 0.00 0.02
Belief in stable luck 017 2727
Belief in fleeting luck 0.01 0.07
'S 0.07
Adjusted R* 0.04
F(11,343) 225"
Note: N =368,

? Male = 1: Female = 2.
Y Natural Science = 1: Social Science = 2.
" p<0.05.
" p<0.01.
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4. Discussion
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5. Ik

Variables used to in this study

I. Belief in stable luck

1 I consistently have good luck.

2  Luck works in my favor.

3 I consider myself to be a lucky person.

4 Even the things in life I cannot control tend to go my way

because I am lucky.

I often feel like it is my lucky day.

There is such a thing as luck that favors some people but not
others.

7  Ibelieve in luck.

8  Luck plays an important part in everyone’s life.

9 Some people are consistently lucky and others are unlucky.

(o) &) ]

II. Belief in fleeting luck

10 Although luck is not something constant throughout one’s life,
it follows a certain orderly path.

11 I feel that after successive good occurrences, there will be
some unlucky breaks.

12 Rather than following a stable pattern, luck follows a path of
ups and downs.

13 I believe that bad times will be followed by good times.

III. Achievement motivation

14 [ would rather do something at which I feel confident and
relaxed than something which is challenging and difficult.

15 When a group I belong to plans an activity, I would rather
direct it myself than just help out and have someone else

organize it.
16 I would rather learn easy, fun games than difficult, thought
games,

17 If I am not good at something, [ would rather keep struggling
to master it than move on to something I may be good at.

18 Once I undertake a task, I persist.

19 I prefer to work in situations that require a high level of skill.

20 I more often attempt tasks that [ am not sure I can do than
tasks that I believe I can do.

21 I like to be busy all the time.

IV. Personal agency beliefs

22 Inmy society, individuals take control of the situations around
them and exercise free will.

23 Individuals set a course for themselves independent of the
influences surrounding them.

V. Demographics
24 Age

25 Gender

26 Ethnicity
26 Major

27 Religiosity




