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Investing in commitment: Persistence in a joint action is enhanced by the perception of a

partner’s effort
Marcell Székelya, John Michael. Cognition, 174(2018). pp. 37-42.
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Your partner is Player B. S/he will play the role of the captcha reader.
The captcha reader must decipher a captcha key to unlock each round and begin the game.
Some of the captcha keys are easy and some are difficult:
For example:

Let us begin with one practice round. Please press the SPACEBAR to begin.

Fig. 1. Sample captchas. In the instruction phase, participants were presented with examples of easy and difficult captchas.
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Fig. 2. Trial structure. Each trial consisted of a captcha phase, followed by a round of the snake game. In the captcha phase, a video was presented in which stars progressively appeared
to indicate that the partner was solving a captcha, and finally the completed captcha key was displayed (see S1 in the Supplementary Material). This unlocked a round of the snake game,
which the participant initiated with a key press. Each round continued until the participant pressed the spacebar to ‘finish’ the round.
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Fig. 3. Persistence for High and Low Effort conditions. Error bars represent the within-subject confidence intervals (following the method proposed by Cousineau, 2005; cf. Loftus &
Masson, 1994). Symbols indicate significance level ("""p < .001; p < .01; ‘p < .05; ns = non-significant).
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Fig. 4. Individual data. Each dark circle represents one participant’s median persistence for each of the two conditions: the median persistence for the High Effort Condition lies on the Y
axis, while the corresponding median persi for the same participant in the Low Effort Condition lies on the X axis. The identity line indicates where each participant's dot would lie if
her or his median persistence did not differ between conditions.




